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April may be wetter, cooler than usual

IMD says east, central and northwest India may witness more heatwave days than normal during April -June

SANJEEB MUKHER)EE
New Delhi, 31 March

The India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) on Tuesday said maxi-
mum temperatures in April
are likely to be normal to below
normal across many parts of the
country, with rainfall expected to
reach 112 per cent of the long
period average (LPA).

Most weather models also indi-
cate the potential development of
El Nifio during the Indian south-
west monsoon season, which
begins after June.

The met department, however,
did not specify whether El Nifio
would affect the monsoon, saying
that detailed projections would be
provided in its annual monsoon
forecast in mid-April. “The Indian
monsoon does not depend on a
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single factor but on a multitude of
events,” IMD Director General
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said.

He added that models suggest
the Indian Ocean Dipole — another

What’s up with
the weather

m |n April, temperatures likely to
remain normal to below normal
in most parts

= E| Nifo is expected but no
clarity on its impact on Indian
monsoon, says IMD

m |ndian Ocean Dipole, a major
determinant of Indian monsoon,
likely to remain positive

Rabi crops across northern and
central India to be affected if
April sees rainfall

key influence on the monsoon —is
expected to be positive in the latter
half of the season.

If April turns out to be wetter
and cooler than normal in North

and Central India, it could affect
standing late-sown rabi crops.

The IMD also said that parts of
East, Central, and Northwest India,
along with the Southeast Penin-
sula, may experience more heat-
wave days than usual between
April and June.

During this period, maximum
temperatures are expected to be
normal to below normal over much
of the country, except in most parts
of East and Northeast India, East-
ern Central India, and adjoining
peninsular regions, where above-
normal maximum temperatures
are likely.

“During the hot season (April-
June), above-normal minimum
temperatures are likely over most
parts of the country, except in
some regions of Maharashtra and
Telangana, where minimum tem-

peratures are expected to
be normal to below normal,”
IMD said.

For April specifically, monthly
maximum  temperatures are
expected to be normal to below
normal across many areas, with
above-normal temperatures pre-
dicted in parts of East and North-
east India, some regions of
Northwest India, and Southern
Peninsular India.

Above-normal monthly mini-
mum temperatures are also likely
across most of India, except for
isolated pockets in the Southern
Peninsula, where normal mini-
mums are expected.

“Normal to above-normal
rainfall is likely over most parts of
the country except Northeast
India, where below-normal rainfall
is expected,” IMD added.
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Mumbai sees most property
registrations in 14 years

PRACHI PISAL
Mumbai, 31 March

Mumbai city (area under Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation or BMCjurisdiction)
recorded 15,516 property registrations in
March 2026, the highest monthly number

for March in 14 years, according
to data from the Maharashtra
Department of Registrations and
Stamps analysed by Knight
Frank India.

The registrations in March
2026 generated over31,492 crore
in stamp duty revenue for the
state exchequer. The registra-
tionsinclude both new sales and
re-sales.

On a year-on-year (Y-o0-Y)
basis, registrations remained
flat.

March 2025 saw 15,501 property registra-
tions. Stamp duty collections, however, were
lower by 6 per cent Y-0-Y, primarily reflect-

ing a shift in transaction mix.
On a sequential

month-on-month (M-o-M).

Atthe sametime, stamp duty collections

basis,
strengthened notably as the financial year
drewtoaclose. Registrations rose 19 per cent

increased by 32 per cent M-o0-M, indicating

sustained end-user

stable macroeconomic conditions, ongoing
infrastructure upgrades, and positive buyer
sentiment, Knight Frank added.

Residential properties continued to
dominate, accounting for nearly 80 per cent
of total registrations.

Shishir Baijal, interna-
tional partner, chairperson

STAMP DUTY
COLLECTIONS IN
MARCH WERE,
HOWEVER,
LOWER BY 6%
Y-0-Y, PRIMARILY
REFLECTING A
SHIFT IN
TRANSACTION MIX

and

larly evident in the

activity

ticket size mix, the

tion volumes highlights a structurally-
healthy market,” he added.

Knight Frank India, said,
“Mumbai’s
market has demonstrated a
notable growth. March 2026
registrations surpassed last
year’s already-elevated base
torecord the strongest March
inoveradecade. This growth
reiterates the depth of
end-user demand in the city.”

Baijal said the momentum is particu-

where aspiring homeowners are actively
upgrading to better quality housing within
accessible price bands. “While variations
in stamp duty collections reflect a shift in

demand supported by

managing director,

residential

mid-income segment,

steady rise in transac-

Lavalaunches
Bold N2 Pro
I d . f d Global blackout Lava has launched the Bold
n la en Orce N2 Pro smartphone in India at
o Year  No.of No. of Rs7,999. The device is
6 5 lnternet countries shutdowns powered by the UNISOC
2016 28 80 I T7250 chip and features a
shutdownsin 2025 = =z m . et stesh e e
120Hz refresh rate. It also
2018 2 205 includes a SOMP rear camera
India continued to rank among the global leadersin 2019 37 24 and a5,000mAh battery. The
imposing internet shutdowns, recording 65 connec- 2020 35 171 smartphone will be available
tivity blackouts in 2025, according to a report by 7071 40 197 on Flipkart starting April 6.
Access Now and the #KeeplItOn coalition. 2012 7 206
Globally, at least 313 internet shutdowns were 033 7 289
documented across 52 countries last year. Malaysia ] s gt it
topped thelistwith 95shutdowns.In2024, therewere 2024 55 304 Meta tests Instagram Plus SubSLl‘lptIOH
304 reported shutdowns, driven by issuessuchascon- 2025 5 33 Meta is reportedly testing a new premium subscription plan

flict management, protests, political instability,
information control, and efforts to curb communal
violence. In several countries — including Belarus,
Cameroon, Guinea, Myanmar, Pakistan, Tanzania,
Uganda, and Venezuela— authoritiesimposed inter-
net cuts 12 times during elec-
tion periods in2025.
Among social media
platforms, Facebook faced 31
shutdowns across 18 coun-

called Instagram Plus in select regions. According to Tech-
Crunch, it includes features such as anonymous Story view-

I(QI\T(? S:fntsi:]:';)ShUtd own ing, rewatch insights, custom audience lists, extended Story
) duration, and weekly Story boosts.
Conflict

Protests and
political instability

Information control

Apple releases iOS
26.5devbetal

ee?

tries in 2025, while Whats- £ Communal violence Apple has rolled out the first
Appwasblocked27timesin & @ Elections Visit by developer beta of iOS 26.5 for
13 countries. Messaging ser- g government supported iPhones,
vice Telegramwas cutoff23 2 @ ( officials bringing new features and
times in 16 countries, and « 0 Exams system improvements. The
Instagram wasrestricted20 g (8] update introduces the
times in 11 countries over j '3} Religious holidays “Suggested Places” feature in Apple Maps, end-to-end
the same period. = @ Unknown Other encryption for RCS messaging, and more.

AASHISH ARYAN 2 @ \

Policy vs reality: Hurdles to
transgender welfare schemes

As the Transgender Amendment Bill gets the President’s
assent amid concerns, a picture from the ground

ANUSHKA BHARDWA]
New Delhi, 31 March

Simran Singh, a transgender
woman in her 30s, now owns a
small house in Thane, outside
Mumbai in Maharashtra. After
honing her skills at a Gramin
Grehshelter,and learning soap-
making, she launched her own
businessin2024.

The Gramin Greh initiative,
launched as a pilot in 2020
across 10 cities by the Ministry
of Social Justice and Empower-
ment, has since expanded to 15
cities. For Simran, the turning
point came in 2023, when she
received her transgenderident-
ity (TGID) card, a government
issued document recognising
her gender identity.

“It gave me a fresh sense of
identity,” she says. “I could
access NGO and corporate
funding. Even getting a home
loan became easier.” But such
stories remain an exception.

The National Portal for
Transgender Persons, launched
in 2020 after the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights)
Actof2019, enabled registration
for TGID card — a prerequisite
for accessing government
schemes such as Garima Greh
shelters, scholarships, and
health insurance.

Yet, uptake has been
limited. Data on the portal
shows that as of 5 pm on March
31,37,360 applications had been
filed, and 32,630 TGID cards
issued. That’s 6.8 per cent TGID
cards issued, given India’s
transgender population of over
480,000, according to the 2011
Census. Applicants, activists,
and NGOs point to multiple
barriers: Funding gaps, bureau-
craticdelays, low awareness, for
instance.

Concerns have deepened
with the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, which received
the President’s assent late
Monday. The amendments
remove the self-identification-
based definition recognised by
the Supreme Court in 2014, and
introduce anarrower definition

PHOTO: PTI

The identity question

Govt spending on Comprehensive Rehabiliation for Welfare of
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identities, intersex persons,
and those forced into trans-
gender identities. “There’s no
exact figure, but this definition
could make at least 40 per cent
of transgender persons ineli-
gible for TGID card,” says Kalki
Subramaniam, former South
India representative for the
National Council for Trans-
gender Persons, who resigned
on March 25in protest.

Uncertainty also surrounds
those who already hold TGID
cards. “The amendments hint
at retrospective application,
which is legally unlikely,” says
Agsa Shaikh, professor of com-
munity medicine at Hamdard
Institute of Medical Sciences
and Research, and a trans-
gender rights activist. “This
was flagged in Parliament.”
An email sent to the Ministry
of Social Justice and
Empowerment did not elicit a
response till the time of going
to print.

In 2022, following the portal’s
launch and the Garima Greh
pilot, the government launched
the Central Sector Scheme for
Comprehensive Rehabilitation
for Welfare of Transgender Per-
sons. It promised scholarships
from Class IX to postgraduate
levels, skill development, health
insurance, and more Garima
Greh shelters. Budget docu-
ments, however, show a stark
gap between the expenditure
estimatesand the actual spend-
ing on transgender welfare
schemes. While nearly %250
crore has been allocated since
the beginning of the compre-
hensiveschemein FY22,spend-
ingstands at around 13 crore.
“Only a handful of Garima
Grehs have received govern-
ment funding,” says Subra-
manium. Several components
ofthescheme, sheadds, remain
unimplemented. “Even the
scholarship section on the
portal is non-functional,” she

says, adding that other planned
measures, such as state-level
transgender protection cells, are
yettocome up in many regions.

Aastha, a Delhi High Court
lawyer working with the com-
munity (who goes by only the

first name), says the impact of

mostschemes, including health
insurance, has been minimal:
“It’snot asthough peoplearen’t
applying. The applications
remain pending for months,
with no updates. The portal
itselfis inaccessible for days.”
Officially, TGID cards must

be issued within one month of

the application. Vihaan Vee, a
Bengaluru-based researcher
and queer activist, says it took
him six months to get his card.
“First, the district magis-
tratestake daystosign the appli-
cation. Then, it can get rejected
multiple times, and you won’t
even understand why,” he says.
“They ask for ID proofs in Sec-
tion 6 and 7, and address proofs
under Section 7 (for TG certifi-
cates). Since many transgender
people have fled from their
homes, arranging all docu-
mentsisachallenge.”
Subramanium adds there
have been nosustained govern-
ment campaigns to encourage
registrations. Besides, the com-
munity, she says, is largely digi-
tally ignorant. Even among
officials, sensitisationisuneven.
Aasthasayssomedistrict magis-
trates demand surgery certifi-
catestoclear TGID applications,
though these aren’t required.
Accessing healthcare benefits
under the Transgender Ayush-
manBharatcard, Aasthaadds, is
similarly challenging because
even when insurance is
approved, the hospital staff are
often unaware of the scheme.

Whatnow?

With the Bill approved, there is
heightened uncertainty. Vee,
who holds both a TG card and
certificate, says he doesn’t fea-
ture in its 2026 definition. He’s
unsure how the medical board
will establish his identity, or
how transparent the process
would be.
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